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Celebration of Worship 

 
 

March 16, 2025                                                                                  10:30 am 

 
Second Sunday of Lent 

Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve  
 
 
Opening Voluntary        “Thou True Vine that Heals the Nations”  arr. Raymond Haan  
                                             Will Wiebe-Friesen, Guest Organist 

 
Welcome and Announcements     
                                                   
                                         
Introit 
 
 

Call to Worship                                                                        
                                             

                         
*Opening Hymn                      “Bring Many Names”                                  Page 6 
    

 
*Responsive Sentences                                                                        Chris Miller  

 
One: Gather us in, Mother Hen God!  

    All: Protect us under your wings!  
One: Foxes and hawks prey on our vulnerability,  
    All: cruel systems squeeze life from us.  
One: Sunlight, rest, open-air, peace—  

    All: these are our dreams!  
One: Huddle us together as we organize.  

    All: Hold us close as we make plans beyond the ways of oppression.  
One: Keep a watchful eye on us Mothering, Protecting God.  

    All: Your children long to be free.  
One: Your chicks long for safety.  

    All: Protect us under your wings!  
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*Response of Praise                            Come, Let Us Join with Faithful Souls   
 
 
 

 
* 
 

 

 

 

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer           

Jesus, Spirit-of-Living-Love, you were loyal to your mission until your 
death—teaching, healing, sending evil away, and welcoming the margin-
alized to your table. May your steadfastness in your work inspire us. Ac-
company us in spiritual discernment about what our work is for this sea-
son. Protect us from resignation, overwhelm, and perfectionism. Root us 
in the radical ways of the holy. Teach us how to pray …  

 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into  
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen.  
 
 
 

Scripture Readings                                                              Luke 13:31-35 
 

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, 
for Herod wants to kill you.’ He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me, “Listen, 
I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the 
third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on 
my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed away from Jerusa-
lem.” Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as 
a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your 
house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes 
when you say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” ’ 

 
 
 

Words: William G. Tarrant, 1892, public domain; Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gläser, 1828, public domain. 
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Welcoming Song           These Treasured Children      PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
   (Let the children come forward.)  

 
 
 

A Moment with Our Children                                                  Lindsay Miller 

 
Solo                                   I Need Thee Every Hour                     arr. Nathan Owens 
                                                 Ellen Sudarshan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Concerns      
                                                                   
Pastoral Prayer  
                                                         
Prayer Response   
 

Invitation to Offering   

Words: Jacque B. Jones © 2014, GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: PUER NOBIS, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 

I need thee every hour,  
Most gracious Lord. 
No tender voice like thine 
Can peace afford.  
  
I need thee, oh, I need thee; 
Every hour I need thee! 
Oh, bless me now, my Savior;  
I come to thee! 
  
I need thee every hour,  
Stay thou nearby. 
Temptations lose their power 
When thou art nigh.  
  
I need thee, oh, I need thee; 
Every hour I need thee! 
Oh, bless me now, my Savior;  

I need thee every hour,  
In joy or pain. 
Come quickly and abide, 
Or life is in vain. 
  
I need thee every hour,  
Most holy One. 
Oh, make me thine indeed, 
Thou blessed Son! 
  
I need thee, oh, I need thee; 
Every hour I need thee! 
Oh, bless me now, my Savior;  
I come to thee! 
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Anthem                                  The Narrow Way                                      K. Lee Scott 
                                             Scott Hay, guest conductor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon                           “Six Herods and a Hen”                                   Dr. Robu 

         

*Closing Hymn         “Mothering God You Gave Me Birth”                          Page 7 
 

 
*Benediction    
 
                                                                                    

Closing Voluntary       “Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten”                  J.S. Bach  
 
 
 * Please stand in body, or in spirit. 
 *** Ushers will seat late comers 
Selected prayers and liturgy adapted or taken from Enfleshed.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plymouth Staff  
Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister  
Dr. Henry Waters, Director of Music 
Christopher Shaw, Organist  
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant 
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher  
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer  
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
 

Be near me, Lord, wherever I go; 
Teach me what you would have me do; 
Direct what ever I think or say; 
And lead me in the narrow way. 
  
Prevent me, lest I harbor pride, 
Lest I in my own strength confide; 
Show me my weakness, let me see 
I have my power, my all in thee. 
  
Assist and teach me how to pray; 
Incline my nature to obey; 
What you abhor, oh, let me flee, 
And only love what pleases thee. 
  
Be near me, Lord, wherever I go; 
Teach me what you would have me do; 
Direct whatever I think or say; 
And lead me in the narrow way. 
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Words: Brian Wren © 1989,1994, Hope Publishing Company; Music: WESTCHASE, Carlton R 
Young © 1989, 1994, Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-722558.  
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Words: Pablo Sosa, trans. by Mary Louise Bringle © 1983, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: ESTE 
ES EL DÍA, Pablo Sosa © 1983, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LI-
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Organist Christopher Shaw will present an or-
gan recital/hymn festival to remember Shirley 
Sprunger King. King taught at Bethel College 
for twenty years and was organist at Bethel 
College Mennonite Church. Shaw will be joined 
by Lorraine Miller (flute) and Don Kehrberg 
(oboe), both former members of the Deknatel 
Consort with King. In addition to organ pieces 
and hymns, there will be remembrances of 
Shirley. The event will take place on Saturday, 
April 5, 2025, at 7:30 PM at Bethel College 
Mennonite Church in North Newton, KS.  

An Organ Recital &  
Hymn Festival 
 
Saturday 
April 5th 7:30 pm 
 
Bethel College 
North Newton 

Plymouth Congregational Church Blood Drive 
Sunday, March 30

th
 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 

202 S Clifton in Fellowship Hall 
Save lives and empower your health! In March, 
the Red Cross will perform free A1C testing on 
successful donations. See rcblood.org/March for 
details.  
Call 1-800-RED CROSS (733-2767). 
 

Photo ID or Red Cross Donor Card required.  
Don’t forget to save time by using RapidPass to 
complete your pre-donation reading and health 
history online before you come to your appoint-
ment. More  
info: redcrossblood.org/RapidPass  

Plus, come to give March 1-31 and get a  

$10 Amazon.com Gift Card by email.  

http://www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass
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 Plymouth's Fine Art Series News: 

The 2025 Spring Event will be 'A Taste of 

Ireland', back by popular demand, featur-

ing an evening of Irish song, dance, 

drink, and dining! The originally selected 

'Side-by-Side by Sondheim' is being post-

poned indefinitely due to the circum-

stances of the collaborators. Hope you'll 

join us Sunday, March 16th 

to usher in St. Patty's Day in style!  

New Member Sunday  -  March  30th 

Thinking about becoming a member? 

Benefits include an opportunity to 

serve on boards and committees, and 

the right to vote during church  

meetings. We’d love to have you join 

the Plymouth family!  

contact Dr. Robu.   
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Great Courses Series begins 
Sunday, January 19th for 12 

weeks. 
Gathering each Sunday at 9 AM 

in the Turner Room. 
moderated by Anna Uhlig 

 
 
 
 
 

Religion is foundational to what it 
means to be human. Our quest for 
meaning is as ancient as our very ex-
istence, stretching back to a time 
when Neanderthal burials and Paleo-
lithic figurines suggest our ancestors 
recognized a power that transcended 
visible reality. From ancient civiliza-
tions to the 21st century, belief in a 
higher power seems to be a universal 
human instinct. It tells us much about 
where we came from—and who we 
are today                                 

“Enameling is magical. Applying powdered glass 
to a metal then firing in a kiln for just a few 
minutes resulting in the joining of the metal and 
glass. Colors change from dull powder to glossy 
and vibrant. From the first time I fired an enamel 
piece I was hooked. Enameling became my pas-
sion, the thing I think about all the time. I consider 
myself a painter but with metal, glass, and fire in-
stead of paint and canvas. The enamel designs 
are an expression of my thoughts and emotions, 
a result of my curiosity leading me down different 
paths. My work is diverse and ever changing as 
my exploration of the medium continues. I love to 
enamel on vintage copper vessels, create jewelry 
from botanicals that I cast in sterling silver, and 
imagine magical creatures made from silver wire 
and glass fired together. Enameling on a three-
dimensional surface is an exciting challenge re-
quiring patience and methodical precision.” 

Jenni fer  Wal terscheid  
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Ages: 
The week is geared toward those 55+ but is open to  
ages 18+. 

Dates 

September 13 – 19, 2025. 

Cost 
$800 per person plus transportation. [All inclusive except 
transportation]. Responding to immediate needs,  
Re-member provides resources that improve the 
quality of life for members of the Oglala Lakota  
Nation, and creates meaningful opportunities to build 
understanding for their volunteers. Volunteers can 
expect to build wheelchair ramps, bunk beds, and outhouses as well as learn from tribal 
members who share their wisdom, music, art, and teachings.  

 
Senior (age 55+) Service-Learning Trip With  
Re-Member on Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
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